INVITATION TO JOIN GROUP ON INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION AND ADVISORY SERVICES

The theme of the 2013 Symposium/Extension Week scheduled for 5th to 10th August 2013 in Gaborone, Botswana is: 
‘Agricultural value chain approach in agricultural development: Coping with new demands for agricultural advisory services (AAS).’
One of the key dimensions of coping with new demands is developing and/ or scaling out innovative approaches to AAS. As a starting point we need to find out what innovative approaches are already out there for coping with new demands. BUT, do we all have a common understanding of what an “innovative approach to AAS” is? 

You are invited to join this group: Innovative Approaches to Agricultural Extension and Advisory Services on the AFAAS virtual networking platform at: http://networking.afaas-africa.org/innovativeapproaches/profile to discuss this issue among others.  (Guidance on how to join can be found at: http://networking.afaas-africa.org/support/content/groups-joining-group). Dan Kisauzi will moderate discussions in this group. 
As a start, what in your view are the elements we should be looking for in an innovative approach to AAS?  You can respond to a discussion by: clicking on the discussion title and thereafter clicking on ‘Add new comment’ on the page that follows. (Instructions on how to comment on a discussion are illustrated at: http://networking.afaas-africa.org/support/content/groups-adding-comment-discussion ). The output of this discussion shall inform the development of a tool that we shall use for generating an inventory of innovative approaches to AAS. 
You may also initiate another related discussion within the group. Here’s how: http://networking.afaas-africa.org/support/content/groups-starting-discussion
We look forward to hearing from you.

Many thanks!
